[The significance of autoantibodies coexisting with anti-centromere antibodies in sera of patients with primary biliary cirrhosis].
Anti-centromere antibody (ACA) has been believed to be specific to patients with CREST syndrome, a variant of scleroderma (PSS). This study was undertaken to clarify the distribution of ACA in various diseases and the significance of autoantibodies coexisting with it. The sera of patients with primary biliary cirrhosis (PBC) along with collagen diseases and aged subjects were examined for ACA by immunofluorescence method (IF) using cultured HEp-2 cells and chromosomes prepared from K 562 cells. ACA were found in sera of 10 patients with PBC, one with scleroderma, one with cerebral infarction and one with chronic renal failure respectively. ACA positive sera were examined for antibodies against other nuclear antigens including nRNP, Sm, Scl-70, SS-A and SS-B and cytoplasmic antigens by double immunodiffusion methods using rabbit thymus extract etc. as the antigens and by IF method using cryostat sections of rat kidney and stomach. In 13 sera with ACA, antimitochondrial antibody (AMA), anti-smooth muscle antibody (ASMA) and anti SS-A antibody were found in 10, 4 and one sera respectively. In 10 PBC patients with ACA, various collagen disease-related disorders were found to coexist; CREST syndrome in one, CRST syndrome in one, Raynaud's phenomenon in two and Sjögren's syndrome in 5. These results would indicate that ACA may be one of the common serological abnormalities among patients with PBC, CREST syndrome and Sjögren's syndrome.